Stage Events and Copyright [Story]
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In the cafeteria. Four students of the executive
committee of the school festival are having a
meeting. Four students are checking the PC and
documents.

BE, FEREFTRELE S/ 4 AT HED
Ba2fToT\\5,
PC &R 2ERT5 4 A

Ryota: The centerpiece of the school festival is
the stage event.
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How the program is put together depends on
the executive committee members’ capabilities.
The stage events will determine the flow of
people at the school festival.
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What projects are coming up this year? They’ re
due by the end of this week, right?
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Aoi checks the documents.
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Aoi: Yes, we have received them one after
another. The band club hasn’t been able to
sign up yet, but everyone is practicing hard for
this year’ s performance!
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Kasumi: Band club is a must!
I know we received applications from the dance
and drama clubs.
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Naoya: The e-sports club wants a tournament,
so they wish to apply for stage events this year.
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Ryota: Looks like there will be a lot of stage
events this year. I hope it’ s going to be a lot of
fun!
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By the way, is this your first time dealing with
copyright procedures for a stage event? Have
you heard anything about what you need to
check?
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Naoya looks surprised.
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Naoya: What? Are copyright procedures
required for college festivals?
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I thought all stage events were free for
spectators, right? Since the school festival is
free and the university is an educational
institution, there is no need to deal with
copyrights for educational use.
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Aoi says with confidence.
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Aoi: I’m in the band club, so I know about our
music. But I didn’ t care about dance or drama or
anything like that...
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Naoya: I wonder if e-sports also require some
kind of procedures or something because they
project the game on screen...
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Ryota: I guess the executive committee member
manual hasn't been passed on to everyone yet.
We must handle the band club’s performances,
dances, plays, and games separately. It is also
the executive committee’s job to ensure we
correctly handle copyrights related to the
stage.
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Aoi, Naoya and Kasumi: Yes! KUNIZVARN
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You are all doing well! Now, let me explain the
copyright procedures for the school festival
stage. Let’ s start by checking with music. Aoi,
what kind of precautions are necessary when
performing music?
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Aoi: Yes. We have no problem performing songs
we have written ourselves since we own the
copyright. However, if we want to perform a
song written by a professional at a concert, the
song is the copyrighted work of another person.
Then, we must obtain a license to use the song.
Specifically, the concert organizer must contact
a copyright management society such as
JASRAC and pay a royalty fee.

Z[3, B /b TlE /2R I3 EEMENE
DI=BIZHBDT, EETLHDIZIEELMEEND
DERA, 72, TaiEhME-- 2% a9
—NRETHEBETIHE. TORMHIIMEDE
VEW L 725 D TERBFFEDFRINLEITRY
F9, ERMIZIE, 3V —bDEEED,
JASRAC R EEEEEFARIEREZ LT,
ZeEFERR 2 ZHLDORITNUIRDFEETA, |

That’ s right. How about this school festival?
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Aoi: There is no admission fee for this school
festival, and the stage events are free of
charge. Therefore, we don’t need to obtain a
license.
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Yes. This is called “non-profit performance.” It
is not for profit, and no fee is received from the
audience or spectators. No remuneration is paid
to the performers.

If the three requirements are met, you can use
a copyrighted work without obtaining
permission, so it is not only limited to
educational use. The purpose of the copyright
system is to contribute to the development of
culture. Therefore, from the viewpoint of fair
and smooth exploitation of works that are
cultural products, the system restricts some of
the authors’ rights and stipulates cases where
users can use copyrighted works without
permission.
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Kasumi: You mean that the music used by the
dance club and the play written by the drama
club do not need permission if it is a free school
festival, right?
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Yes. The same thing applies. However, the
author’s “moral rights” are not limited even in
the case of free performances, so you should be
careful when editing the music or altering the
script.
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Ryota: That’ s why the executive committee’ s
manual requires each group to check to see if
there are any edits to the music played on stage
or alterations to the scripts of plays.
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Naoya: What will happen regarding e-sports?
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As for e-sports, let me explain. As a game
enthusiast, the same concept can apply to
computer games used for e-sports, basically as
‘non-profit performances, etc.” However,
depending on the game title, there are many
cases where the game software makers have
established rules and policies for holding
competitions in their terms of use.
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Ryota: I may have to have the e-sports club
check the game’s terms of use. We don’ t know
much about e-sports as it’ s a new proposition.
We should do some research, too.
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Also, Kasumi, you mentioned that since we are
an educational institution, we do not need the
copyright owner’ s permission. However, Article
35 of the Copyright Law states, “exploitation in
the course of those classes.” Please note that
unlike cultural festivals held as part of classes
up to high school, university school festivals do
not fall under this category.
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Kasumi: I see. High school festivals and college
festivals are different. I understand!
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