How Much Similarity is Safe? School Festival
Posters [Story]
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In the cafeteria. Three students who have
become members of the executive committee of
the school festival are having a meeting.

Three students are checking the PCs and
documents.

Aol is a little impatient.
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Aoi: It’ s hard to come up with good ideas! The
deadline for poster proposals is next week! Is
everyone thinking of something?
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Kasumi picks up a flyer with the school festival
theme, “Every cloud has a silver lining.”
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Kasumi: This year’ s school festival theme is
"Every cloud has a silver lining.” If we can
overcome this challenge, I wonder if we will have
a fun school festival under the blue sky.
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Naoya comes up with something.

E#, BV RET,

Naoya: "Every cloud has a silver lining” sounds
like something a character in a manga would say,
doesn’t it? Let the character appear on the
poster with a speech balloon saying, "Every
cloud has a silver lining”! Is this not possible?
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Aoi: If the character is unacceptable, how about
casually using a sword, a costume, or other
partial items? Just borrow a motif.
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Kasumi: Motifs...or something better from a
different angle.

Kasumi is searching on the PC.

Kasumi: Every cloud has a silver lining:--

Kasumi is looking at the image that was searched
for.

Kasumi: This picture of the blue sky and
meadows might be an "Every cloud has a silver
lining” kind of picture.

Put the university’ s mascot character on a
picture like this...
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Aol comes up with something.
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Aoi: I have an idea! Have the mascot character
wear a kimono that resembles the manga. Since
we’ re not using the character directly, that
should work, right?
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Naoya: I know it’ s my fault, but isn’ t your head
totally full of that manga?
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But I often see a lot of works on the Internet
based on popular manga. I wonder what the
copyrights are for those...
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Kasumi: Can we use things like the university
mascot character, or the university emblem,
without permission?
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Is it okay if it’ s a poster for a school festival?
There seem to be some rules.
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Three students are looking up at the sky with
their heads tilted.

BeOhVRzM<S 3 A

(Commentary)

(R3]

In the cafeteria.
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I’ m sure you are all wondering. You need the
copyright owner’ s permission when you use
someone else’ s work, such as a cartoon,
animation, or photograph.
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Naoya: Of course, we know about that too. We
don’t do anything careless, like using
copyrighted work, we find online!
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Yes. If you use manga or anime scenes, etc.,
directly on your poster, you violate the
reproduction right. Therefore, if you want to use
them on a poster, you must obtain the copyright
owner’ s permission. Even in the case of famous
works, such as famous cartoons, you may get
permission depending on the intentions of the
copyright owner and the intended use of the
work. The creators of the work may be happy
that you are using it. You should contact the
copyright owner if you want to use the work.
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Naoya: For a comic book, do we have to contact
the author directly?
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As a comic book enthusiast, let me explain. For
creators who publish their work online, that is
the way to go. In the case of publications such as
manga published in magazines, the publisher is
often the point of contact. The publisher’ s
website will list the contact information for
copyright inquiries. The Agency for Cultural
Affairs’ “How to Use Copyrighted Works
Properly” page also provides contact information
for various copyright-related organizations, so
checking there is a good idea.
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Naoya: What should we do when we do not copy
scenes from a manga or anime as is, but rather
someone good at illustrating draws new
illustrations based on the scenes?
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Even if someone is good at hand-drawn
illustrations, if the work is based on the work of
another and is similar enough to the original
work that the essential characteristics of the
expression of the original work can be directly
perceived from the work, the copyright owner’s
permission is necessary.
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Naoya: Is it “similar to the extent that the
essential characteristics of the expression are
directly perceived”?
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An act that relies on an existing work and
expresses it in a new and creative way by
making changes and the like while maintaining
the identity of the essential characteristics of
the expression is considered an “adaptation.”
Since the copyright owner has the exclusive
right to adapt the work, permission is required.
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Aoi: What about using only swords or costumes?
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If the props and costumes are not so distinctive
and are only similar to the extent that there are
many similar expressions, they are unlikely to be
“essential characteristics of the expression” and
may not be a problem from a copyright
perspective. However, some publishers think
permission is required for use because “if the
dialogue or props remind the viewer of the
cartoon, there is a possibility that the viewer
may misinterpret the relationship with the
cartoon.”
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Aoi: What are your thoughts on using the
university’ s mascot character or emblem? Since
the school festival is a university event, it’s okay
to use them, right?
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In most cases, universities have policies,
regulations, and visual identities for university
mascot characters and emblems, and they are in
operation. Checking the university’ s rules or
consulting with the relevant department in
charge, for advice would be a good idea.
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Kasumi: Since it is for a school festival, you can
probably get permission to use them. Still, you
might get a warning if you use them in a way
that lowers the dignity of the university.
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Today, in particular, we see a wide variety of
copyrighted works of others on the Internet.
Unfortunately, a number of these are infringing
on copyrights. Digital technology has made it
easy to obtain the copyrighted works of others,
but be sure to use them with caution.
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Aoi, Naoya and Kasumi: Yes, understood!
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